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To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  High  Wycombe 

Gentlemen, 

I submit  my  sixth  annual  report  on  the  Public  Health  Services 
of  the  Borough. 

With  the  loss  of  control  of  Personal  Health  Services  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Borough  must  neces- 
sarily be  much  shorter  than  previous  reports.  The  following  pages 
deal  mainly  with  control  of  infectious  disease  and  environmental  hy- 
giene and  indeed  the  major  part  of  the  report  gives  an  account  of  the 
work  of  the  Sanitary  Department. 

During  1949  there  were  712  (728)  live  births,  giving  a birth 
rate  of  17.49  (17.94)  per  1,000  of  the  resident  population.  There 
were  404  (347)  deaths,  an  increase  of  57  on  the  previous  year.  Tuber- 
culosis caused  15  (16)  deaths  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the 
number  of  deaths  has  decreased  rather  than  increased  as  owing  to 
an  increased  number  of  notifications  in  the  previous  year  it  was  feared 
than  an  increase  might  take  place. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  for  the  third  year  in  succession  not  one  case 
of  diphtheria  was  notified.  When  one  considers  that  in  High  Wycombe 
in  the  period  1927-1941  the  average  number  of  notifications  was  28, 
it  will  be  seen  what  a great  change  has  taken  place  as  a result  of 
immunisation.  This  reduction  of  incidence  of  diphtheria  has  resulted 
in  the  closing  down  of  fever  hospitals  all  over  the  country  with  release 
of  premises  and  staff  for  other  purposes. 

Measles  was  very  prevalent,  there  being  594  cases  during  the 
year.  No  death  resulted — this  happy  result  probably  being  due  to 
the  use  of  sulpha-drugs  which  are  very  useful  in  the  treatment  of 
complications. 

Poliomyelitis  accounted  for  three  cases  and  it  appears  that  com- 
pared with  pre-war  years  the  incidence  of  this  disease  is  on  the  increase 
and  one  must  expect  it  to  furnish  its  annual  quota  of  cases. 

Eighteen  infants  under  the  age  of  one  year  died,  giving  a rate 
of  25.28  per  1,000  live  births.  This  is  lower  than  the  figure  for  the 
county  as  a whole  (32  per  1,000),  and  does  not  differ  materially  from 
the  corresponding  rate  for  previous  years. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  report  that  there  was  no  major  epidemic  during 
the  year  and  that  the  infantile  mortality  rate  remained  at  a low  level. 

The  staff  of  the  department  did  not  change  materially  and  to  them 
and  my  fellow  officials  I give  thanks  for  their  co-operation  during  the 
year. 

I am  , 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  J.  MUIR, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  figures  in  parenthesis  are  those  for  the  preceding  year,  1948. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


Health  Centre, 

High  Wycombe, 
September,  1950. 


SECTION  I 

Statistics: 

Area  ...  . . . « . . . . . ... 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate) 
Number  of  dwelling-houses 
Rateable  value  as  at  1/4/49 


7,091  acres 
40,720 
11,185 
£326,012 


Product  of 

a Penny  Rate  (Actual  1948/49)  ...  £1,293 . 13  . 10 

Rainfall: 

Pann  Mill,  Easton  Street 

* • » 

...  ...  24.85  ins. 

Widdenton 

Park, 

Lane  End 

. . . 

24.96  ins. 

Summary  of  Vital  Statistics: 

Live  Births 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate 

686 

331 

355 

Illegitimate 

26 

17 

9 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  population 

Total  Births 

712 

348 

364- 

—17.49 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and 

Still  Births 

22 

10 

12 

still)  births — 30.0 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  population 

Deaths 

404 

207 

197 — 9.92 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes: 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  . . . 


Death  Rate  per  1,000 
Deaths  total  (live  and  still)  births 

...  Nil  Nil 

...  Nil  Nil 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age: 

Total  Number  of  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Death  Rate  for  all  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  25.28 

Number  of  legitimate  infant  deaths  ...  ...  ...  17 

Legitimate  death  rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  24.78 

Number  of  illegitimate  infants’  deaths  ...  ...  ...  1 

Illegitimate  death  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  38.46 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  ...  1 

T otal  Tuberculosis  Deaths  ( all  cases ) ...  ...  ...  15 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  (all  cases)  ...  ...  ...  0.37 

Total  Deaths — Respiratory  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  14 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  0.34 

Total  Deaths — Non-Respiratory  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  1 

Non-Respiratory  Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  0.02 

Respiratory  Death  Rate  (excluding  Tuberculosis)  ...  ...  1.2 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

1949 


1 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  ... 

• • ® 

M. 

F. 

2 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

« • • 

— 

— 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

* • « 

— 

- — 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

• • • 

— 

— 

5 

Diphtheria  ... 

• • • 

• — 

— 

6 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

• • • 

8 

6 

7 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

• • • 

1 

— — 

8 

Syphilitic  Diseases  ... 

« • • 

— 

— 

9 

Influenza 

1 

1 

10 

Measles 

• • • 

— 

■ — - 

11 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis 

« • • 

— 

— - 

12 

Acute  Influenzal  Encephalitis 

• • . 

■ — 

— 

13 

Cancer  of  buc:  Cav:  and  oesoph  (M);  uterus 

(F) 

2 

3 

14 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

• • • 

6 

5 

15 

Cancer  of  Breast  ... 

■ — 

6 

16 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  ... 

» • « 

27 

19 

17 

Diabetes 

- — 

3 

18 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions 

« • « 

23 

25 

19 

Heart  Diseases 

• • V 

64 

61 

20 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

9 

8 

21 

Bronchitis  ... 

, , , 

16 

4 

22 

Pneumonia  ... 

7 

13 

23 

Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

« . « 

5 

4 

24 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ... 

••  • « 

3 

1 

25 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years  ... 

i*  • e 

< — . 

• — , 

26 

Appendicitis  

• • • 

— 

- — 

27 

Other  digestive  diseases 

<•  • » 

4 

2 

28 

Nephritis  

• • « 

3 

6 

29 

Puer:  and  Post-abort,  sepsis 

— 



30 

Other  maternal  causes 

t * * 

— 



31 

Premature  Birth 

... 

2 

2 

32 

Congenital  Malformation;  Birth  Injury,  etc. 

• • • 

11 

1 

33 

Suicide 

« • e 

2 

1 

34 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

* 'O  *> 

1 

2 

35 

Other  violent  causes 

♦ • • 

3 

5 

36 

All  other  causes 

... 

9 

18 

Total  ...  207  197 
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Abortion  Abortion  Puerperal  Other 

with  without  Infections  Maternal 

Sepsis  Sepsis  Causes 

The  Maternal  Mortality  Rates  for  England  and  Wales  (per  1,000  Total  Births)  0.11  0.05  0.11  0.71 

The  Maternal  Mortality  Rates  for  High  Wycombe  (per  1,000  Total  Births)  Nil  Nil  Nil  Nil 


SECTION  ,11 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
Hospitals 

The  High  YFycombe  War  Memorial  Hospital  is  situated  in  the 
town.  This  is  a general  hospital  of  100  beds.  The  Shrubbery 
Maternity  Home  of  20  beds  is  also  in  the  Borough. 

Booker  Isolation  Hospital  was  closed  as  a fever  hospital  in  Septem- 
ber, 1949.  Infectious  disease  cases  now  go  to  Aylesbury  Isolation 
Hospital  or  to  the  Isolation  Hospitals  at  Maidenhead  or  Reading. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home 

This  is  undertaken  by  the  nurses  stationed'  at  the  Grange, 
Amersham  Hill — two  of  whom  are  engaged  on  general  nursing  work 
and  three  on  midwifery.  The  Home  Nursing  Service  is  now  the 
responsibility  of  the  County  Council. 

Ambulance  Facilities 

These  are  provided  by  the  Bucks  County  Council  with  the  aid  of 
the  local  branch  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade.  The  head- 
quarters are  at  the  Municipal  Offices. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres 

(a)  Administered  by  the  Bucks  County  Council. 

Ante-Natal  and  Post-  Municipal  Health  Centre.  Wednesdays, 

Natal  Clinic  ...  10 — 12  noon,  2 — 4 p.m.  Fridays, 

10- — -12  noon. 

Women’s  Advisory  Clinic  Municipal  Health  Centre,  Tuesdays, 

2 — 4 p.m. 

Infant  Welfare  Centres  Municipal  Health  Centre,  Dyke  Meadow, 

Tuesdays  and  Fridays,  2 — 4 p.m. 
Methodist  Schoolroom,  Chapel  Lane, 
Sands.  Tuesdays,  2 — 4 p.m. 
Methodist  Schoolroom,  West  Wycombe, 
2nd  and  4th  Wednesdays,  2 — 4 p.m. 
Turner’s  Sports  Pavilion,  Totteridge, 
Every  Thursday,  2 — 4 p.m. 

St.  Anne’s  Church  Hall,  Wycombe 
Marsh.  Every  Thursday,  2 • — 4 p.m. 
St.  Birinus’  Church  Hall,  Booker.  Every 
Tuesday,  2 — 4 p.m. 

(b)  Administered  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board, 

Tuberculosis  Clinic  49a  Frogmoor.  Fridays,  10.30  a.m.  to 

12  noon. 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  49a  Frogmoor 

Mondays,  3—4  p.m.  Males 

Mondays,  2 — 3 p.m.  Females 

Thursdays,  5.30 — 6.30  p.m.  Females 
Thursdays,  630 — 7.30  p.m.  Males 

Dr.  Korn  is  in  attendance. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Facilities  are  provided  by  the  Emergency  Public  Health  Labora- 
tory Service  at  Oxford. 
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SECTION  III 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICES 

The  following  Clinics  are  administered  by  the  Bucks  County 
Council : 

Sunlight  Clinic. — Children  under  school  age. 

Dental  Clinic. — Nursing  and  Expectant  Mothers  and  Children 

under  school  age. 

Ophthalmic  Clinic. — Children  under  school  age. 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinic. — Children  under  school  age. 

Infantile  Mortality 

The  following  table  gives  the  infantile  mortality  rate  per  1,000 
live  births  for  High  Wycombe  and  England  and  Wales  for  the  last 
ten  years: — 


[194011941 

1942 

1943(1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949  [ 

England  and  Wales  | 55  | 59 

49 

49  46 

46 

43 

41 

34 

32 

High  Wycombe  ...  [50.6(31.5 

35.6 

24.6|  34.7 

31.9 

14.9 

28.05 

20.62 

25.28  I 

Infantile  Mortality 

Eighteen  infants  under  the  age  of  twelve  months  died  during  1949, 
giving  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  25.28  per  1,000  live  births. 


SECTION  IV 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE 

(a)  Notifiable  Diseases 

The  table  on  the  following  page  gives  the  number  of  cases  during 
the  year. 

(b)  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria 

The  County  Council  are  responsible  for  this  service.  Immunisa- 
tion is  carried  out  at  all  the  Welfare  Clinics  and  in  the  Schools. 

(c)  Scabies 

All  cases  are  now  treated  by  private  doctors.  It  is  thought  that 
numbers  of  cases  are  very  few. 

(d)  Isolation  Hospital 

All  cases  of  infectious  disease  needing  hospital  treatment  are  sent 
to  Aylesbury,  Reading  or  Maidenhead.  Booker  Hospital  is  no  longer  an 
Infectious  Disease  Hospital. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  TABLE  FOR  1 949 
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SECTION  V 


Tuberculosis 

The  tuberculosis  service  is  administered  by  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board.  A Clinic  is  held  weekly  on  Friday  mornings  at  the  County 
Clinic  at  Frogmoor. 

The  following  table  gives  at  a glance  the  position  regarding 
tuberculosis  in  High  Wycombe  in  1949: 


Respiratory  | Non-Respiratory  | 

1 M.  F.  Total)  M.  F.  Total)  Totals 


No.  on  Register  on  1st  January, 
1949  | 

106 

86  | 192 

35 

33 

68 

260 

No.  first  notified  during  1949  ... 

21 

14 

35 

2 

2 

4 

39 

No.  of  cases  entered  in  Register 

other  than  by  notification  ... 

15 

9 

24 

2 

2 

4 

28 

No.  removed  from  Register  dur- 
ing 1949: — j 

(a)  Died 

8 

6 

14 

1 

— 

1 

15 

(b)  Removed  from  District 

5 

5 

10 

— 

— 

— 

10 

(c)  De-notified 

1 

1 

2 

— 

1 

1 

3 

No.  remaining  on  Register, 

31/12/49 

128 

97 

225 

38 

36 

74 

299 

The  number  of  new  cases  and  the  number  of  deaths  notified  during 
1949  are  given  in  full  detail  in  the  following  table: 


Age  Period 


0—  1 
1—  5 
5—10 
10—15 
15—20 
20—25 
25—35 
35—45 
45—55 
55—65 
65  and  over 


i 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

1 

IRespiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

I 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

1'.  i 

M. 

F. 

M.  | 

F. 

M. 

F. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

4 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

_2f 

14 

2 

"T 

8 

“6” 

“l" 

— 

Totals 


SECTION  VI 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

for  the  year  1949 


Municipal  Offices, 
High  Wycombe. 

September,  1950. 

TO  HIS  WORSHIP  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN 

and 

COUNCILLORS  OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF  HIGH  WYCOMBE 
Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
Year  1949,  and  I tender  my  thanks  for  the  consideration  I have 
received  during  the  past  year. 

The  various  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  which  have  become 
law  during  the  year,  have  not  altered  the  powers  of  this  Authority  to 
any  great  extent.  The  principal  alteration  is  that  the  supervision  of 
raw  milk  production  within  the  Borough  has  now  passed  to  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

The  supervision  of  all  dairies,  including  the  issue  of  Dealers’ 
Licences  for  the  production  and  sale  of  Pasteurised,  Sterilised  and 
Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  at  these  dairies  still  remains  the  responsibility 
of  this  Authority. 

One  of  our  major  problems  is  housing,  and  in  view  of  the  uncertainty 
of  houses  being  available  for  slum  clearance  in  the  near  future,  routine 
inspections  have  commenced  on  the  older  properties  in  the  town. 
This  action  has  been  taken  in  order  that  necessary  repair  works  may 
be  carried  out,  and  if  possible  premises  may  be  put  into  a reasonable 
state  of  repair  without  structural  alterations  being  made. 

My  sincere  thanks  are  again  due  to  the  staff  for  their  continued 
loyalty  and  enthusiasm  and  to  all  the  officials  for  their  co-operation 
during  the  year. 

I am, 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  A.  SHARP, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Infectious  Diseases 

Visits  Paid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  101 

Re-visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Disinfection  of  Rooms 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Non-notifiable  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Disinfection— Bedding  Disinfected  Destroyed 

From  Private  Houses — No.  of  Articles  221  7 

Other  articles  removed  on  request  and 
for  which  payment  was  made: — 

(a)  Neighbouring  Authorities  ...  1,247  — 

(b)  Private  Firms,  etc.  ...  ...  62  — 


Infectious  Diseases 
Scarlet  Fever 

The  policy  of  not  carrying  out  disinfection  in  connection  with 
notified  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  continues,  the  only  exception  being, 
where  the  patient’s  room  must  unavoidably  be  re-occupied  immediately. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  no  second  notification  of  this  disease 
has  occurred  since  this  procedure  has  been  adopted. 

Tuberculosis 

The  practice  of  making  a complete  inquiry  into  every  case  of 
Tuberculosis  has  entailed  a certain  amount  of  additional  work  during 
the  year.  The  housing  and  general  conditions  are  thoroughly  investi- 
gated and  a full  report  on  each  case  is  submitted  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

In  the  case  of  unsatisfactory  and  overcrowded  housing  conditions, 
the  Housing  Department  has  been  notified  in  addition  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  in  the  majority  of  cases  these  conditions  have 
been  remedied. 


Disinfestation 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bug 

No.  of 
Houses 

No.  of 
Rooms 

2nd  Treat 
ments 

Private  Houses 

... 

15 

32 

3 

Council  Houses 

. . . 

3 

9 

1 

Flies,  Cockroaches  ... 

• . • 

9 

11 

— 

Verminous  Premises 

The  number  of  occasions  on  which  the  Department  is  called  upon 
to  take  action  with  regard  to  the  infestation  of  premises  by  vermin 
continues  to  decrease.  This  is  no  doubt  due  partly  to  the  better  stan- 
dard of  housing  and  to  the  consequent  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases 
of  serious  overcrowding.  Further,  the  more  plentiful  supply,  and 
better  class  of  material  used  for  cleansing  and  disinfestation  may  have 
helped  to  cause  this  decrease. 


It  will  be  seen  from  the  statistics  that  only  four  cases  required 
second  treatment. 

In  cases  where  it  is  found  that  premises  are  only  slightly  infested, 
it  is  the  practice  to  provide  the  householder  with  a small  quantity  of 
suitable  fluid  with  instructions  for  its  safe  use.  This  has  been  found  to 
be  a worthwhile  policy  and  has  no  doubt  been  the  means  of  saving  time 
and  material,  and  preventing  major  infestations. 

Water  Supply 

The  water  of  the  Town  which  is  supplied  by  the  Corporation 
Water  Department  continues  to  be  very  satisfactory. 

Throughout  the  year  27  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for 
Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  and  the  results  showed  it  to 
be  of  a very  high  quality  and  not  liable  to  plumbo-solvency. 

A typical  analytical  report  is  set  out  below  for  information. 


“ REPORT  CHEMICAL  RESULTS  IN  PARTS 

PER  MILLION 


Appearance  Clear  and  bright 

Turbidity  (Silica.  Scale 

) Nil 

Colour  (Hazen)  ... 

Nil 

Odour  ... 

Nil 

Reaction  pH 

7.1 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide  ... 

26 

Electric  Conductivity  at 

Total  Solids,  dried  at 

20°  C 

450 

180°  C 

300 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

12 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium 

Carbonate 

225 

Hardness: 

Total  250  — Carbonate 

Non-Carbonate  (Per- 

(Temporary) 

225 

manent)  ... 

25 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 

3.2 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  ... 

Absent 

Free  Ammonia  ... 

0.000 

Oxygen  absorbed  in 

4 hours  at  27°  C. 

0.00 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ... 

0.000 

Residual  Chlorine 

Absent 

Metals 

Absent 

* 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  RESULTS 


(Bacteriological  sampling  bottles  are  treated  to  remove  residual 
chlorine  if  this  is  present  at  the  time  of  sampling) 


Number  of  Colonies  developing 
on  Agar  per  cc.  or  ml.  in 

Presumptive  Coliform  reaction 
Bact.  coli. 

Cl.  welchii  reaction 


1 day  at  2 days  at  3 days  at 
37°  C.  37°  C.  37°  C. 


0 0 0 
Present  in— Absent  from  ...  100  ml. 
Present  in — Absent  from  ...  100  ml. 
Present  in — Absent  from  ...  100  ml. 


This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  neutral  in  reaction 
and  free  from  iron  and  other  metals.  The  water  is  hard  in  character 
but  not  to  an  excessive  degree,  and  it  contains  no  excess  of  mineral 
saline  constituents  in  solution.  It  is  of  the  highest  standard  of  organic 
quality  and  of  satisfactory  bacterial  purity. 

These  results  are  consistent  with  a pure  and  wholesome  water 
suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes.'1 


Statistics 


Supplied  by  Corporation 
works  to  places  outside  area 
of  the  Borough 


Estimated 

of  Houses 

No.  of  Houses 

population 

id  supply 

by  standpipe 

served 

10,907  " 

20 

44,000 

1,336 

59 

6,000 

MILK  SUPPLY : 

As  anticipated  in  my  previous  report,  during  the  year  new  legis- 
lation came  into  force  governing  the  sale  and  control  of  raw  and  desig- 
nated milks.  This  was  in  the  form  of  “ The  Milk  (Special  Designa- 
tion) (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949”  and  “The  Milk  (Special 
Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations,  1949,” 
which  came  into  force  on  October  1st,  1949. 

In  view  of  this,  certain  re-organisation  was  necessary  as  far  as 
sampling  of  milks  for  bacteriological  examination  was  concerned.  The 
cost  of  sampling  being  of  importance  and  as  the  new  Regulations  pro- 
vided for  samples  being  taken  free  of  charge,  it  was  decided  that 
arrangements  should  be  made  for  them  to  be  sent  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Oxford.  Advantage  of  this  service  will  be  taken  as  soon 
as  apparatus  for  the  carriage  of  samples  has  been  obtained. 

As  a Food  and  Drugs  Authority,  the  Borough  is  responsible  under 
new  legislation  for  the  efficiency  of  all  plants  dealing  with  heat  treat- 
ment of  milk  within  its  area.  There  is  one  such  plant  at  present, 
dealing  exclusively  with  Pasteurised  Milk,  supplies  of  which  are  dis- 
tributed to  a large  surrounding  area.  Regular  examination  of  this 
plant  is  made  and  samples  of  milk  are  submitted  periodically  for 
examination.  During  the  year  all  samples  submitted  were  reported 
upon  as  satisfactory;  this  reflects  great  credit  on  the  Manager  and 
Staff  of  the  plant  concerned. 

Designated  Raw  Milk  (Tuberculin  Tested) 

There  are  indications  that  the  public  are  making  a greater  demand 
for  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk.  This  is  a good  sign  in  view  of  the 
unsatisfactory  condition  of  undesignated  raw  milk.  Steps  are  being 
taken  to  increase  the  number  of  samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 
submitted  for  examination  and  every  endeavour  will  be  made  to  en- 
courage dairymen  to  take  out  licences  for  its  sale. 

Production  of  Milk 

Supervision  of  the  production  of  milk  (other  than  heat  treated 
milk)  has  passed  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  This 
will  make  little  difference  to  the  milk  supply  of  the  Borough  as  the 
major  amount  of  raw  milk  has  in  later  years  come  from  outside  sources. 
Every  endeavour  is  made  to  co-operate  with  the  Ministry  to  help  make 
the  working  of  the  new  legislation  a complete  success. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1949 

Licences  granted  by  the  Town  Council  under  the  above  Regula- 
tions, during  1949,  were  : — 

Pasteuriser’s  Licence  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pasteurised  (Dealer’s)  Licence  ...  ...  ...  5 

Sterilised  (Dealer’s)  Licence  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Dealer’s)  Licence  ...  ...  19 


Results  of  Samples  Taken 


Results 


IN 

o.  of  Sample 
taken 

S 

Satisfactory 

Not 

Satisfactory 

Pasteurised 

17 

17 

— 

Pasteurised  (School) 

9 

9 

- — 

Tuberculin  Tested 

95 

81 

14 

T.T. /Pasteurised 

5 

4 

1 

Totals 

126 

111 

15 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION  : 

Meat  Inspection 

Inspection  of  meat  is  still  carried  out  at  the  Government  Control- 
led Slaughterhouse  in  Easton  Street. 

The  condition  of  the  premises  in  which  slaughtering  takes  place 
is  very  unsatisfactory,  although  a few  minor  improvements  have  been 
made. 

The  same  willing  co-operation  exists  between  Slaughtermen, 
Ministry  Officials  and  your  Officers  and  it  is  this  co-operation  which 
helps  to  make  existing  conditions  tolerable. 

The  final  product  which  emerges  from  the  slaughterhouse  for 
human  consumption  is  fairly  satisfactory,  but  from  time  to  time  com- 
plaints are  received  of  contamination  of  meat.  Inquiries  show  this 
to  be  unavoidable. 

The  provision  of  a new  Central  Slaughterhouse  for  the  prepara- 
tion (under  hygienic  conditions)  of  meat  for  human  consumption  will 
be  welcomed  by  all  concerned. 

Inspection  of  Other  Foods 

The  supervision  of  all  foods  (other  than  meat)  has  been  main- 
tained during  the  year. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  with  the  increase  in  the  supply  of 
raw  materials,  the  quality  of  foods  has  improved  to  a great  degree. 
This  has  been  the  means  of  excluding  from  the  market  many  brands 
of  pre-packed  food  which  were  so  prominent  during  the  war  years. 

The  routine  inspection  of  stocks  of  food  and  of  shops  has  been 
welcomed  by  all  traders.  The  continued  co-operation  between  the 
department  and  trade  organisations  is  essential  in  order  that  only  the 
best  articles  are  offered  for  sale. 

Slaughter  of  Animals 

The  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  at  the  Government 
Controlled  Slaughterhouse  during  1949  was  : — 

Oxen  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,242 

Cows  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  396 

Calves  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,401 

Sheep  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,622 

Pigs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 


7,695 


Total  ... 


Cattle  Sheep 

excluding  and 

Cows  Cows  Calves  Lambs  Pigs 


Number  killed  and  inspected 

1,242 

396 

1,401 

4,622 

34 

Non-Tuberculosis  : 

Whole  Carcases  condemned  . 

2 

2 

5 

4 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . 

399 

73 

3 

90 

6 

Percentage  of  the  number 
killed  affected  with  diseases 
other  than  Tuberculosis  .. 

32.28 

18.93 

0.57 

2.03 

23.52 

Tuberculosis  Only  : 

Whole  Carcases  condemned  . 

1 

10 







Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . 

177 

32 



. 

2 

Percentage  of  the  number 
killed  affected  with  Tuber- 
culosis 

14.33 

10.60 

5.88 

The  weight  of  condemned  meat  and  offal  for  the  year  1949  was 
follows : 

Beef  in  Carcase 

8,461  lbs. 

Beef  NOT  in  Carcase 

3,192  lbs. 

Imported  Beef 

333  lbs. 

Mutton  in  Carcase  ... 

240  lbs. 

Mutton  NOT  in  Carcase  ... 

67J  lbs. 

Veal  in  Carcase 

79  lbs. 

Veal  NOT  in  Carcase 

15  lbs. 

Pork  and  Pigmeat  ... 

517  lbs. 

Offals 

...  12,555-J  lbs. 

Total  25,460  lbs. 

25,460  lbs.  — 11  tons.,  7 cwts.,  1 qtr.,  8 lbs. 


Table  Showing  Condemned  Organs  of  Animals 


Heads 

Tongues 

Lungs 

Hearts 

Skirts 

j Livers 

Spleens 

Tripes 

Cauls 

I 

Intestines 

Messenteries 

Kidneys 

| Uteri 

j Bones 

f Udders 

t— « 

• pH 

cd 

H 

Totals 

CATTLE 

Tuberculosis 

59 

1 

105 

167 

11 

10 

u 

10 

15 

10 

11 

n 

11 

10 

10 

10 

497 

Abscess 

2 

1 2 

1- 

— 

— 

4 

— 

1 

1- 

1-1- 

1- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Actinomycosis 

10 

13 

- 

1- 

-1- 

-l-l-l- 

— | 23 

Anaemia  — 

|-|-|  2 | — | — 

- 

-1- 

-l-l-l- 

— 1 2 

Cav.  Angioma 

- 

-1 

- 

— 

— 

18 

— 

- 

- 

-1- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

18 

Cirrhosis 

— 

— 

— 

52 

— 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

52 

Cystic 

1 

1 1 14 

— 

— 

12 

— 

- 

- 

-1- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

28 

Distomum 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Hepaticum 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

349 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

349 

Emaciation 

4 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

49 

Haemorrhage 

- 

1 i i|— 1 — 

-1- 

-l-l-l- 

| 1 

Inflammation 

- 

-1 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 1 2 

Mastitis 

-1 

-1 

- 

- 

-1- 

- 

3 

— 

3 

Moribund  } 4 

41 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

— 

4 

60 

Pericarditis 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

15 

Pneumonia 

-1 

-1 

2 

- 

- 

2 

Septic 

-1 

-1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-1  2 

1 

26 

— 

30 

Oedema 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 1 — 

— 

— 

— 

2 

SHEEP 

1 

l 1 

Abscess 

1 

-1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Cystic 

-1 

-1 

1 

— 

— 

17 

— 

-I 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

18 

Cirrhosis 

-1 

-1 

1 

-I 

- 

-1- 

-1- 

I-I-I-I  1 

Distomum 

1 

1 

1 

Hepaticum 

-1 

-1 

— 

— 

45 

— 

1- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

45 

Haemorrhage 

1 

11 

- 

- 

-1- 

-1- 

1112 

Inflammation  — 

-1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

-1- 

-1- 

1 1 1 

Pneumonia 

- 

-1 

4 

4 

— 

4 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-1- 

- 

— 

— 

12 

Septic  Metritis 

2 

2 

— • 

— 

1 

— 

- 

1 

11- 

-1- 

1- 

— 

— 

7 

Strongilosis 

1 

11 

3 

2 

— 

13 

— ! 

-1 

— ! — 

-1- 

- 

1 1 20 

Tenuicollis 

1| 

-1 

— 

— 

39 

— 

— 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

40 

PIGS 

H 

Tuberculosis 

2 

H 

1 

1 

— 

1 

-1 

- 

6 

Swine  Fever 

1 

H 

1 

1 

— 

1 

- 

- 

-i- 

-1- 

- 

-1-1  5 

Totals 

91 11361202 

28 

18 

602 

18 

26 

19 1 20 

19| 

19 

20 

19 

48 

18 

1303 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 


The  following  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  with 
the  results  shown: 


How  Sampled  Result 

Article  Sampled  Formal  Informal  Genuine  Not  Genuine 


Aspirins 

5 

— 

5 

— 

Apple  Puree 

1 

— 

1 

- — 

Apples  in  Syrup 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Raking  Powder  ... 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda 

2 

— 

2 

-r— 

Boracic  Ointment 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Beans  in  Tomato 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Blended  Honey  ... 

1 

— 

1 



Chocolate  Wafers 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Chellies  ... 

— 

1 

1 



Custard  Powder 

5 

— 

5 

_ 

Cake  (Fruit) 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Chicory  and  Coffee  Essence 

3 

— 

3 

— 

Chocolate  Spread 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Coconut  Tines  ... 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Cooking  Fat 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Cream  Olive  Oil 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Curry  Powder  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Cheese  Straws  ... 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Corn  Flour 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Crystallized  Fruit 

2 

— 

2 



Currants 

1 

— 

1 

_ 

Cut  Peel 

1 

. 

1 

— 

Delicaf  ...  ...  * ... 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Dried  Figs 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Dessert  Powder 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Fig  Pudding 

I 

— 

1 

— 

Frying  Oil 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Froment 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Full  Cream  Milk  Pudding 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Gelatine 

2 

— 

2 



Glace  Cherries  ... 

2 



2 



Gravy  Browning 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Honev 

3 

— 

3 

Jams 

7 

— 

7 



Jelly  Cubes 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Lemonade  Powder 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Lemon  Bariev  Powder 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Milk  

82 

3 

79 

6 

Malt  Vinegar 

1 

— • 

1 

— 

Malted  Milk 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Mayonnaise 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Milk  Pudding  ... 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Mincemeat 

3 

— 

3 

— 

Minnite  Pudding  Powder 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Mint 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Mixed  Peel 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Olive  Oil 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Orange  Crystal  ... 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Orange  Marmalade 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Paste 

3 

— 

3 

— 

Pickles 

2 

— ■ 

2 

— 

Pie  Crust 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Potato  Crisps 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Potted  Meat 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Prune  and  Apple  Pudding 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Pudding  Mix 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Royal  Dessert  ... 

7 

— 

1 

JL 
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Article  Sampled 

How  Sampled 
Formal  Informal 

Result 

Genuine  Not  Genuine 

Rusk  and  Tomato  Sausages 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Salad  Cream 

1 

2 

1 

2 

Salad  Dressing  ... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Sandwich  Spread 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Sauces 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Sausage  Meat — Beef  ... 

5 

— 

4 

1 

Sausages — Beef 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Sausages — Pork 

2 

— 

1 

1 

Semolina  Pudding 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Shredded  Beef  Suet 

1 

— 

1 

« 

Sieved  Apple 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Suet 

I 

— 

1 

— 

Sweets 

Id 

— 

13 

— 

Sweetened  Fat  ... 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Syrup  (Pineapple) 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Tea 

2 



2 

— . 

Toddy  Mineral  ... 

1 

— 

1 

• — 

Toffee  Crunch  ... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Tomato  Juice  Cocktail 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Tomato  Salad  Dressing 

1 

— 

1 

— 

White  Pepper  ... 

3 

— 

3 

— 

T otal 

211 

7 

205 

13 

Laboratory  Testing  of  Milk 

With  reference  to  the  82  formal  samples  of  Milk,  an  identical 
sample  of  each  of  these  milks  was  tested  in  the  laboratory  and  where 
found  to  be  satisfactory  the  formal  sample  was  not  sent  to  the  Public 
Analyst. 


Other  Foodstuffs  Condemned 

Beans,  58  tins. 

Black  Pudding,  34  lbs. 

Biscuits,  7 lbs. 

Cereals,  11  lbs. 

Chili  Con  Carne,  4 tins. 

Cooked  Meats,  104  lbs. 

Corned  Beef  (12  ozs.),  28  tins. 
Corned  Beef  (6  lbs.),  42  tins. 
Corned  Mutton  (6  lbs.),  1 tin. 
Cheese,  10  boxes. 

Cheese,  4 tins. 

Chicken,  47  lbs. 

Cake  (fruit),  11  lbs. 

Duck,  50  lbs. 

Eggs,  657. 

Eggs,  tins/pkts.,  3. 

Fish,  (tins),  128  tins. 

Fish  (wet),  242  stones. 

Fish  Cakes,  216. 

Flour,  6 lbs. 

Fruit,  113  tins. 


Ground  Almonds,  28  lbs. 
Guinea  Fowl,  3J  lbs. 

Milk,  723  tins. 

Meat  Pies,  38. 

Minced  Beef,  20  lbs. 

Paste,  4 jars. 

Pastry  Mix,  36  pkts. 

Peas,  97  tins. 

Pigs’  Maws,  117  lbs. 
Preserves,  (tins  & jars),  41. 
Pickles  (bottles  & jars),  153. 
Rabbit,  31  lbs. 

Salad  Cream,  8 jars. 

Sauces,  13  bottles. 

Sausages,  16  lbs. 

Sausages,  36  tins. 

Sugar,  3 lbs. 

Soups,  49  tins. 

Turkey,  16  lbs. 

Vegetables,  239  tins. 

White  Pudding,  57  lbs. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  : 


Ice  Cream  Sampling 

Forty-eight  samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  taken  during  the  year 
and  the  results  were  as  follows  : — 

Provisional  Grade  1 ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Provisional  Grade  2 ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Provisional  Grade  3 ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

One  sample  was  not  graded  as  it  was  coloured  and  it  was  not 
possible  to  carry  out  the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

The  bacteria  count  of  the  above  samples  was  as  follows  : — 


Up  to  10,000  per  1 c.c. 

10.000  to  20,000  per  1 c.c. 

20.000  to  30,000  per  1 c.c. 

30.000  to  40,000  per  1 c.c. 

40.000  to  50,000  per  1 c.c. 

50.000  to  60,000  per  1 c.c. 

60.000  to  70,000  per  1 c.c. 

70.000  to  80,000  per  1 c.c. 

100.000  to  110,000  per  1 c.c. 

110.000  to  120,000  per  1 c.c. 


7 samples. 

8 samples. 
10  samples. 

7 samples. 

4 samples. 

5 samples. 
2 samples. 
2 samples. 
2 samples. 
1 sample. 


Sampling 

The  taking  of  samples  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  has  covered 
a varied  range  of  goods.  The  Analyst’s  reports  revealed  some  very 
useful  information,  and  I give  below  short  reports  giving  the  reason 
why  legal  proceedings  were  not  instituted  in  the  cases  of  samples 
reported  upon  as  “ not-genuine.” 

Salad  Cream 

The  question  of  the  correct  analysis  of  Salad  Cream  which  arose 
through  unsatisfactory  samples  having  been  taken  by  this  department 
in  1948,  continued  into  this  year.  An  informal  conference  was  ar- 
ranged between  the  Society  of  Public  Analysts,  Analytical  Chemists, 
the  Food  Standards  Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  and  the  Govern- 
ment Chemists  Department,  and  the  following  observation  resulted  : — 
“ The  difficulty  of  the  position  of  Public  Analysts  was  fully  appreciated 
but  the  Ministry  cannot  undertake  the  responsibility  of  advising  Public 
Analysts  on  what  action  they  should  adopt.  It  is  suggested  that  the 
greatest  caution  should  be  exercised  before  reporting  against  a sample 
of  Salad  Cream  or  Mayonnaise  in  respect  of  egg  yolk  content.” 

It  therefore  appears  that  except  in  the  case  of  definite  adulteration 
no  sampling  of  Salad  Cream  will  serve  any  useful  purpose. 

Pineapple  Syrup 

This  sample  was  reported  as  being  unsatisfactory  due  to  an  excess 
of  preservative.  Enquiries  revealed  that  the  manufacturer’s  method 
of  determining  the  ratio  between  the  preservative  and  the  article  dif- 
fered from  the  method  adopted  by  the  Public  Analyst.  The  Public 
Analyst  subsequently  agreed  that  the  manufacturer’s  method  of  deter- 
mination could  be  regarded  as  satisfactory  in  the  case  of  Pineapple 
Syrup,  but  he  pointed  out  that  it  could  be  the  cause  of  debate  in  other 
cases. 


Toffee  Crunch 

Objection  was  raised  to  the  description  “ Toffee  ” being  given 
to  a substance  which  was  no  more  than  a dried  sugar  solution.  Investi- 
gation showed  that  the  product  “ Toffee  Crunch  ” was  being  manufac- 
tured under  a licence  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  and  that  the 
Ministry  had  overlooked  the  significance  of  the  description  given  to 
the  article  when  the  licence  was  granted.  Action  was  taken  by  the 
Ministry  to  change  the  description  and  a strong  warning  was  sent  from 
this  department  which  resulted  in  a satisfactory  assurance  being  given 
by  the  manufacturer. 


Legal  Proceedings  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1949. 


Acts,  Orders  and 

Regulations  under 
which  Proceedings 
were  taken 

Default  or  Offence 

Result 

Fines 

Food  Standards 

( Salad  Cream  and 
Mayonnaise)  Order, 
1945. 

Sale  of  Salad  Dres- 
sing which  was 

deficient  • in  edible 
vegetable  oils  and 
contained  no  egg  yolk 
solids. 

Conviction 

Fine  £3 
Costs  £2  2s. 

A 

Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938,  Section  3.  ... 

Sale  of  Beef  Sausage- 
meat  which  was  de- 
ficient in  Meat. 

Conviction 

Fine  £5 
Costs  £3  3s. 

Milk  and  Dairies 
Regulations,  1949, 

Article  29  (2). 

Filling  with  milk  and 
sealing  a bottle  other 
than  on  registered 
premises. 

Conviction 

Fine  £1 
Costs  Nil 

Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938,  Section  3. 

Sale  of  Pork  Chipo- 
latta  (Pork  Sausages) 
which  were  deficient 
in  Meat. 

Conviction 

Fine  £2 

Costs  £1  Is. 

Rag  Flock  Acts, 
1911-1928. 

Unlawfully  selling 

Flock  which  did  not 
conform  to  the  stan- 
dards of  cleanliness 
laid  down. 

Conviction 

Fine  £5 

Costs  £5 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

Inspection  of  factories  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year,  as 
follows  : — 


Statistics  : 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  defects  found  ... 

Number  of  complaints  received  from  H.M. 

Inspector  of  Factories  ... 

Number  of  Fire  Certificates  issued 


291 

30 

5 

10 


RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919 
Infestation  Order,  1943 

A full  time  Rodent  Operator  has  been  employed  on  the  work 
of  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction,  whilst  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  have 
used  their  official  powers  where  it  has  been  necessary. 

Details  of  inspection  and  treatment  are  as  follows  : — 

Statistics  : 

Agreements  : (Current)  12 

Total  complaints  received  (each  complaint  requiring 

a minimum  of  6 visits  for  treatment)  ...  ...  306 

Business  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

Private  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  194 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Not  justified  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Treatment  was  also  carried  out  on  the  Borough  Sewer  system  in 
January  and  August.  Infestation  was  found  to  be  very  slight. 

Periodical  treatment  was  also  carried  out  at  the  Sewage  Disposal 
Works,  Corporation  controlled  Recreation  Grounds  and  the  Refuse 
Tip,  Booker. 


RAG  FLOCK  ACTS,  1911  and  1928 

The  practice  of  taking  samples  of  Rag  Flock  has  continued  during 
the  year.  Twenty-two  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis,  and  were 
found  to  have  an  average  chlorine  content  of  19  parts  per  100,000. 

The  present  day  tendency  for  increased  use  of  soft  furnishings 
in  homes  has  made  the  continuous  inspection  of  factories  in  which 
upholstered  furniture  is  manufactured  more  necessary  than  ever. 

The  ever  increasing  types  of  materials  introduced  for  the  purpose 
of  upholstery  fillings  and  which  are  not  subject  to  any  standard  of 
cleanliness  or  legislation,  is  proving  beyond  doubt  that  legislation  based 
on  the  recommendations  of  the  report  of  the  Inter-departmental  Com- 
mittee on  the  Rag  Flock  Acts  (July,  1946)  is  long  overdue.  Although 
every  step  is  taken  in  the  Borough  to  maintain  a supply  of  Rag  Flock 
of  the  highest  degree  of  cleanliness,  it  is  small  satisfaction  to  the  users 
of  Rag  Flock  who  are  subject  to  samples  being  taken  at  any  time,  to 
know  that  users  of  other  filling  materials  are  not  subject  to  the  same 
supervision,  because  no  standard  of  cleanliness  or  legislation  exists 
for  the  control  of  these  materials. 

It  should  also  be  pointed  out  that  the  modem  method  of  manufac- 
ture of  Rag  Flock  produces  a material  of  such  fine  texture  that  it  is 
often  extremely  difficult  to  decide  whether  such  “ Rag  Flock  ” is  in 
fact  Rag  Flock  at  all,  as  defined  by  the  Act,  i.e  , “ has  been  made 
from  rags  which  have  been  either  woven,  knitted  or  felted.” 

The  major  amount  of  Rag  Flock  used  by  upholsterers  is  supplied 
by  firms  who  attach  the  “ British  Standards  Institute  ” mark  to  their 
product.  The  practice  of  local  firms  insisting  on  supplies  conforming 
to  the  standards  of  cleanliness  laid  down  by  thz  British  Standards 
Institute  is  all  to  the  good,  and  such  firms  are  assured  of  a guaranteed 
product. 
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There  is  one  local  firm  of  Rag  Flock  manufacturers,  and  samples 
taken  from  or  submitted  by  them  have  shown  an  average  chlorine 
content  of  11  parts  per  100,000.  This  is  considered  very  satisfactory. 

It  was  necessary  to  take  proceedings  against  one  local  firm  during 
the  year.  The  result  is  set  out  under  another  section  (Legal  Proceed- 
ings). 

Sampling 

Details  of  samples  of  Rag  Flock  taken  during  the  year,  showing 
the  chlorine  content  : — 

2 .samples  contained  less  than  10  parts  per  100,000 


12 

33 

33 

33 

33 

15 

33 

33 

33 

5 

33 

33 

33 

33 

20 

33 

33 

33 

1 

33 

33 

33 

33 

25 

33 

33 

33 

1 

33 

33 

33 

33 

40 

33 

33 

33 

1 

33 

33 

33 

33 

65 

33 

33 

33 

22  Total 


BOROUGH  MORTUARY 

The  mortuary  has  been  administered  without  complaint  during 
the  year. 

An  increase  in  its  use  for  post  mortem  examinations  and  also  in 
the  number  of  deceased  persons  deposited  has  been  apparent  during 
the  year. 

The  present  condition  of  the  mortuary  has  not  made  it  easy  for 
those  concerned  in  the  preparation  of  bodies,  especially  during  the  hot 
summer  months.  The  atmosphere  was  extremely  unpleasant  and  the 
necessity  of  providing  a cold  room  was  more  than  ever  obvious.  The 
provision  of  a cold  room  is  however  receiving  consideration  and  its 
early  installation  will  be  most  welcome  in  the  interests  of  hygiene. 

Statistics 

Number  of  bodies  deposited  during  the  year  ...  41 

Number  of  post  mortems  held  ...  ...  ...  35 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948— SECTION  50 

A number  of  applications  have  been  received  during  the  year,  by 
persons  requiring  financial  assistance  for  the  burial  of  deceased  rela- 
tives. 

The  majority  of  applicants  Were  under  a misapprehension  as  to 
the  purpose  of  the  Act,  and  it  was  only  after  extensive  inquiries  that 
a decision  was  made.  It  is  always  extremely  difficult  to  come  to  a 
final  decision  in  these  cases  owing  to  the  limited  time  and  information 
available. 

Two  applications  were  considered  to  be  justified  and  assistance 
given  during  the  year. 

Assistance  is  given  only  in  cases  which  come  strictly  within  the 
provisions  of  the  Act. 


SLIPPER  BATHS 


Owing  to  lack  of  support,  the  Slipper  Baths,  Bellfield,  were  found 
to  be  running  at  a far  greater  cost  than  was  anticipated.  They  were 
opened  to  serve  the  large  number  of  persons  who  had  no  fitted  baths 
in  their  own  homes  and  in  considering  the  whole  matter  of  their 
continuance  the  Health  Committee  had  regard  to  the  necessity  for  such 
a service.  Nevertheless,  certain  economies  were  necessary  and  it  was 
decided  to  reduce  the  staff,  and  to  open  the  baths  only  at  those  times 
which  were  found  by  experience  to  be  most  popular. 

As  an  added  incentive,  a supply  of  soap  in  tablet  form  and  suf- 
ficient for  one  bath  was  made  available  at  cost  price.  It  was  hoped 
to  supply  towels  but  the  cost  was  found  to  be  too  high.  It  is  hoped 
that  these  arrangements  will  make  the  running  of  the  baths  more 
economical  and  so  reduce  the  levy  on  the  General  Rate  Fund.  As 
part  of  the  Public  Health  Service  their  existence  is  justified,  if  only 
to  satisfy  the  need  of  those  persons  who  now  use  them. 

HOUSING 

Temporary  Housing  Estates 

The  two  temporary  housing  estates  have  been  inspected  at  frequent 
intervals,  and  it  is  a satisfactory  sign  to  see  the  gradual  re-housing  of 
the  tenants  who  have  endured  unsatisfactory  conditions  for  such  a 
long  time. 

The  demolition  of  all  buildings  and  huts  which  are  considered 
to  be  beyond  repair,  together  with  the  elimination  of  all  unwanted 
buildings,  will  make  the  task  of  clearing  the  site  far  easier  when  the 
remaining  occupants  are  re-housed. 

No  official  action  has  been  taken  against  any  of  the  occupants 
during  the  year,  although  the  attention  of  a tenant  was  drawn  where 
the  condition  of  a hut  was  found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Table  showing  the  number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year 


1949 

Accumulations,  Ashes,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  109 

Animals  and  Birds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 

Butchers3  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  254 

Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Disinfection  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Disinfestation  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Drains  Cleared  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Drainage  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  157 

Drainage  Tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Entertainment  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  291 

Factories  (Canteens)  ...  ...  24 

Food  Premises,  Grocery  Shops,  etc.  259 

Food  Preparing  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 


I 27  1 

Fish  Shops  and  Fried  Fish  Premises  ...  ...  88 

Greengrocers,  etc 24 

Housing  under  Public  Health  Act  and  Housing  Act  683 

Ice  Cream  Premises  and  Sampling  ...  ...  235 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  101 

Interviews  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  435 

Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Markets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  304 

Materials — Visits  for  issue  of  permits  ...  ...  43 

Milk  Shops  and  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  288 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Police  Court  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Rag  Flock  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  141 

Rats  and  Mice  (Inspector’s  visits)  ...  ...  ...  59 

Rats  and  Mice  (Rodent  Operator’s  visits)  ...  ...  1,863 

Rats  and  Mice  (Rodent  Operator’s  visits  on  contracts)  701 
Rats  and  Mice  (Rodent  Operator’s  visits  on  Sewers 

and  block  infestation)  ...  ...  ...  ...  173 

Restaurants,  Cafes  and  Snack  Bars  ...  ...  ...  122 

Rivers,  Watercourses,  Ditches  and  Ponds  ...  ...  106 

Sampling  visits  Food  and  Drugs  ...  ...  ...  291 

Sampling  visits  Water  Supplies  ...  ...  ...  45 

Sampling  visits  Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Sampling  visits  Milk  (Bacteriological  Samples)  ...  126 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Shops  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  79 

Slaughterhouse  for  Meat  Inspection  ...  ...  1,012 

Smoke  Abatement  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Stables  and  Piggeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Stalls  and  Hawkers’  Carts  ...  ...  ...  ...  752 

Squatters’  Camp  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Verminous  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

Miscellaneous  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  357 


Total  9,768 


HIGH  WYCOMBE 
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